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Introducing READERMAKERS
In each issue of CBPR, the new feature column READERMAKERS will
identify outstanding books for young people on a selected topic. Books for
toddlers through young adults will appear with annotations and suggestions for
use in the home, school, or youth organization. Good books should be part of
everyday life and learning. These articles are designed to help busy adults
quickly find some of the best informational books and literature to share with the
important young people in their lives.
As READERMAKERS continues, you can help in two ways. First, please
submit topics you would like to see explored in the READERMAKERS column.
Second, if you have books to share, please submit a manuscript for review.
Send your suggestions and manuscripts to READERMAKERS Editor, Children's
Book and PLay Review, 50421 HBLL, P.O. 26843, Provo, Utah 84602.

READERMAKERS: Remember Our World
by Janet o. Francis
Librarian
Brigham Young University
One of the controversies in today's world is what's really good for the
environment. Conservationists are desperately trying to preserve all life in all
areas, capitalists insist on the right of man to be economically independent, and
others insist on comfort as one of the basic human rights. Most of us attempt
to walk the tightrope, but end up veering first to one side then to the other.
Young people have a vested interest in this fight-they are the ones who will be
affected by of its outcome.
Unlike children of fifty years ago, the youngsters of this decade are often
conservation-savvy-but all information is not created equal. Good books that
show ecology's reasons and results are available for all ages; many lend
themselves to action, experiment, and resolve. Others simply prepare the
ground by showing what a whole world has to offer.
The books annotated here are exceptional for their imagination,
illustrations, tone, or information and suggestions. They are loosely grouped
into three sections: Appreciating the World, Wasting the World, and What Can
We Do? Estimated reading levels are included but don't be put off by
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something too easy or too hard. Reading levels vary astonishingly (sometimes
even become irrelevant) when an interest is shared with a caring adult.

Appreciating the World
Being aware of the infinite variety of life forms, the phenomenal qualities
of animal behavior and beauty, and the patterns of nature can help young readers
reflect on the great part nature plays in their lives.
Leedy, Loreen. Tracks in the Sand. Delacourt, 1993. ISBN 0-385-30658-X.
Ages 4-7. Simply written and beautifully illustrated, this description of the
life cycle of the Loggerhead sea turtles who come from the water to lay
their eggs each year is a satisfying introduction to the world of nature.
Ms. Leedy includes a page of detailed information on the turtles as well as
suggestions for ways people can help them to survive.
Luen, Nancy. Mothe Earth. Illustrated by Neil Waldman. Atheneum, 1992.
ISBN 0-689-31668-2. Ages 2-5. This book contains mostly pictures. The
poetic text lists the things Mother Earth has given us and tells how we can
return a gift. With small children, the idea of a return is exciting .
Exchange small signs of affection with them and let them repeat the action
with others.
Water a plant.
Put a bug outside instead of killing it.
Parnall, Peter. Quiet. Morrow Junior Books, 1989. ISBN 0-68-808204-1.
Ages 4-7. The master of abbreviated depiction, Parnall's books show the
immeasurable beauty of a quiet world where man and animal coexist.
Lie in the grass for several minutes and see if anything alive approaches.
Sit or lie under a tall tree and observe the life going on above you.
Rodanas, Kristina. Dragonfly's TaLe. Clarion Books, 1991. ISBN 0-39557003-4. Ages 7-9. This old Indian myth has been updated to show
man's eternal need to be on good terms with the earth.
Try making a toy from a corn husk or stalk and tempera point.
Take turns making up a legend about something that has happened outside.
Zolotow, Charlotte. The Seashore Book. Pail).tings by Wendell Minor.
HarperCollins, 1992. ISBN 0-06-020213-0. Ages 4-8. An imaginative
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mother describes and explains the seashore to her son, who has never seen
it.
Share memories of happy and beautiful places you have seen.
Talk about the sounds of the seashore or other outdoor places.
The Big Bookfor Our Planet. Dutton Children's Books, 1993. ISBN 0-525-

45119-6 . Ages 8-12. A collection of well-known children's authors and
illustrators share their belief in the need to live harmoniously with the
environment. From an Indian myth to Jonah's story from the whale's
point of view, these works are imaginative and concerned.

Find other works by these authors and illustrators and see how their
concerns for the earth appear.
Have your young reader compose a poem or story or draw a picture about
their feelings about the earth.
Lavies, Bianca. Compost Critters. Text and photos by Bianca Lavies. Dutton
Children's Books, 1993. ISBN 0-525-44763-6. Ages 8-12. Other
creatures besides man are appointed to recycle. In the carefully recorded
processes of a compost heap, the natural cycle of consumption and
replacement is shown.
Plan your own compost and heat and maintain it long enough to make soil
for your yard. There are clear directions in this book.
Goodman , Billy. The Rain Forest. Tern Enterprise, 1991. ISBN 0-316-320196 . Ages 9-12. The rain forest is explained and illustrated in detail. One
of the more alarming areas of world depletion is identified and made real
for children who may never see it.
See if there are any kinds of food or other things described in this book in
your own market.
Arnold, Caroline. On the Brink of Extinction. Photos by Michael Wallace.
Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1993. ISBN 0-15-25990-7. Ages 10-14. A
detailed description of the struggle to preserve the California condor from
extinction, documented with spectacular colored photos.
Set up a bird watch and document the birds you observe for a given
amount of time.
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The Cousteau Society. An Adventure in New Zealand. Simon & Schuster
Books for Young Readers, 1992. ISBN 0-671 -77072-1. Ages 8-12. A
well-illustrated odyssey in New Zealand can produce an appreciation for
what the whole world can offer on its own terms.
List of all the animals and birds in this book that you've never seen
pictures of before.
Can you find out more about them?
Taylor, Barbara. Pond Life. Photos by Frank Greenaway. Dorling Kindersley,
1992. ISBN 1-879431-94-7. Ages 9-12. Beginning with a whole area of
the pond, the book thoroughly explores each life form shown in the first
picture.
Somewhere in your neighborhood there is a pond (or puddle). Carefully
examine specimens of water and foliage for as many life forms as you
can find explained in the book.
Nature Crafts for Kids.
Sterling
Diehn, Gwen & Krautwurst, Terry.
Publishing, 1992. ISBN 0-8069-8372-8. Ages 9-12. Here are a thousand
ways to prompt young readers to respond to nature in its infinite variety
and to become aware, in the process, of our interdependence. Fifty
different items to construct from natural objects interspersed with related
information about the world from which they came. The directions are
clear and well illustrated.
Few, Roger. Macmillan Children's Guide to Endangered Animals. Macmillan,
1993. ISBN 0-02-734545-9. Ages 12-15. Multiple-colored illustrations
(both photos and other) arranged by area of the world in an encyclopedic
format depict the creatures of the earth that are disappearing. Location
maps, threats to survival, and careful descriptions of each animal are
included.
Are any of these animals listed in the area where you live?
Are there ways you could help in their preservation?
Dewan, Ted. Inside the Whale and Other Animals. Written by Steve Parker.
Doubleday Books for Young Readers, 1992. ISBN 0-385-30651-2. Ages
12-16. Fascinatingly detailed illustrations of animal bodies humorously
help us appreciate the wonders of things we cannot recreate.
Young readers interested in drawing might make their own illustrations of
the inner details of the human body.
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Wasting the World
Sometimes ignorance is the real villain when the earth is a victim;
sometimes nature itself lends a hand, but in ecology as in all things, knowledge
is power.
Koch, Michelle. World Water Watch. Greenwillow Books, 1993. ISBN 0-68811464-4. Ages 5-7. This very simple listing and description of
endangered animals includes regions and animal habits.
Reading this one aloud and discussing the animals could help foster
awareness in very young readers.
Madgwick, Wendy. Animaze. Illustrated by Lorna Hussey. A. A. Knopf,
1992. ISBN 0-679-92665-3. Ages 5-9. A collection of visual puzzles
depicting the habitat and natural dangers that face animals.
Carefully untangle these mazelike paths while paying attention to the
natural enemies that complicate animal survival.
Hare, Tony. Polluting the Sea. Gloucester Press, 1991. ISBN 0-531-17290-2.
Ages 9-12. Sometimes pollution means only bottles and hairspray, but this
book details many thoughtless uses of the oceans and shows the devastating
results with colored photos and detailed text.
This book is one of a series called ·Save Our Earth.· Several series deal
with these problems and offer good suggestions. Look up some of the
other books in the series and share them also.
Did you do anything today that could have polluted some natural area?
Walker, Jane. Famine, Drought and Plagues. Gloucester Press, 1992. ISBN
0-531-17341-0. Ages 8-12. Vivid illustrations and brief, factual text
describe the results of natural disasters and the factors that sometimes
cause them.
Find a map of the United States and note sites of natural disasters.
Now mark in a different color potential sites for natural disasters and
discuss what kind may occur.
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What Can We Do?
Nothing appeals as much to young people as becoming involved in
something real. If books give them a jump-start, so much the better. If their
enthusiasm doesn't last forever who 's to say there isn't another young Rachel
Carson somewhere who will turn another tide!
Kerven, Rosalind. Saving PLanet Earth. Franklin Watts, 1992. ISBN 0-53114199-3. Ages 12-15. A shotgun view of the vanishing world covers
areas as diverse as wildlife, gardening, and examples of places where
people have organized to save the earth.
Gather a few friends and form an Environment Club, then solve a local
problem as a project.
Hamilton, Virginia. DryLongso. Illustrated by Jerry Pinkney. Harcourt Brace
Jovanovich, 1992. ISBN 0-15-224241-4. Ages 8-12. Part myth, part
fiction, and part instruction, this tells the story of a drought and of
Drylongso, who ran before the killing windstorm and told how to conquer
its coming.
Plant a packet of seeds in an egg carton and water half of them with a
trickle of water like Drylongso found and leave half of them dry.
Ransom, Candice F. Listening to the Crickets. Illustrated by Shelly O. Haas.
Carol Rhoda Books, 1993 . ISBN 0-87614-727-9. Ages 8-12. A middlegrade biography of Rachel Carson, the woman who woke up the United
States (and the world) to its destructive lifestyle.
Read some of Ms. Carson's famous book Silent Spring.
McVey, Vicki. The Sierra CLub Kid's Guide to PLanet Care and Repair.
Illustrated by Martha Weston. Sierra Club Books for Children, 1993.
ISBN 0-87156-567-6. Ages 11-16. By use of true stories, projects,
games, and information, the Sierra Club meticulously records ways kids
can make a difference to the preservation of the earth.
Kalman, Bobbie. Reducing, Reusing and Recycling. Crabtree Publishing Co.,
1991. ISBN 0-86505-426-6. Ages 7-12. This book is filled with specific
suggestions to make the earth a better place to live.
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Anderson, Joan. Earth Keepers. Photos by George Ancona. Harcourt, Brace,
1993. ISBN 0-15-24210-998. Ages 8-12. Story of three groups of people
who decide to make a difference to the fate of the earth-from making the
Hudson River habitable for fish, to becoming an expert in the life habits
of the black bear. These people are earth keepers.
Visit your community government and see if anyone in your hometown is
working to make the earth better.
Write down one thing you can do each week for one month to live a
"preservation" life.
Finding more books about ecology
The books listed here are only a few of the good books written on this
important subject. If you have decided to be one of the knowers and doers, look
in your school or public library for more books to help you. These index terms
can help you find the things you want: ECOLOGY, HABITAT (ECOLOGY);
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, CONSERVATION OF NATURAL
RESOURCES, and GREENPEACE. Compare books that were written before
1985 with the ones written in the last four years; sometimes knowledge changes
our methods of doing things.
We take many things for granted until suddenly they disappear. Enjoying
and appreciating the earth around us is a lifelong process-start now!
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